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World’s longest
highway tunnel
opened in Himachal
Pradesh;
India test-fires new
version of nuclear
capable Shaurya
missile;
Indian Coast Guard
ship Kanaklata
Barua commissioned
in Kolkata;
India Post Payments
Bank attains 30.6
Million customers
amid the pandemic;
Astrosat completes
5 years of successful
mission, has ‘more
scientific
discoveries in store’;
Top Health Body,
Firm Develop
"Antisera" As
Potential COVID-19
Treatment.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on October 3, 2020, inaugurated the Atal Tunnel at Rohtang at an altitude of above
3,000 metres in Himachal Pradesh. After the inauguration, he said the tunnel would provide new strength to the
country’s border infrastructure. The 9.02 km-long-tunnel, built by the Border Roads Organisation (BRO), is the
world’s longest highway tunnel and connects Manali to Lahaul-Spiti valley. It provides all-weather connectivity to
the landlocked valley of Lahaul-Spiti, which remains cut-off for nearly six months in a year as the Rohtang Pass is
usually snow-bound between November and April. Before the tunnel construction, the Lahaul Valley used to
remain closed for vehicular movement due to bad weather conditions.  The tunnel reduces the distance by 46 km
between Manali and Leh and the travel time by about 4 to 5 hours. It is expected to boost tourism and winter sports
in the region. The tunnel, also significant from the military logistics viewpoint, will provide better connectivity to
the armed forces in reaching Ladakh.
Source: The Hindu

On October 03, India successfully test-fired indigenous developed hypersonic nuclear-capable Shaurya missile, an
advanced version of Submarine Launched Ballistic Missile (SLBM) K-15 (B-05).The test was carried out by the
Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) from a defence facility off Odisha coast. The 10-metre-
long nuclear-capable Shaurya missile has a strike range of around 800 kilometres. Capable of carrying a payload of
up to one tonne, the missile is a land variant of K-15 SLBM (Submarine-Launched Ballistic Missile)  and can be
stored in a composite canister. The missile is less vulnerable to anti-ballistic missile defence systems due to its high
manoeuvrability. The test-flight of Shaurya missile comes just a couple of days after the country successfully test
fired an extended range version of surface-to-surface supersonic cruise missile BrahMos off Odisha coast. The
extended version of BrahMos is capable of hitting targets at more than 400-km range. The airframe and booster of
this missile has been developed indigenously. The missile can be launched from submarines, ships, aircrafts, as well
as from land platforms. BrahMos is regarded as the fastest supersonic cruise missile in the world. It is operational
with Indian Army, Navy and Air Force.
Source: Deccan Chronicle
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Indian Coast Guard ship Kanaklata Barua commissioned in
Kolkata

Fast Patrol Vessel (FPV) ICGS 'Kanaklata Barua' of the Indian Coast Guard was commissioned at the Garden Reach
Shipbuilders and Engineers (GRSE) Ltd.The commissioning was done through video conferencing by Jiwesh
Nandan, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Defence. ICGS Kanaklata Barua is one of the five FPVs built by GRSE, the
Defence Public Sector Undertaking, for the Indian Coast Guard. The FPVs are medium-range surface vessels with a
length of 50 metres, width of 7.5 metres and displacement of around 308 tonnes. These powerful, fuel-efficient
platforms are designed to perform multipurpose operations like patrolling, anti- smuggling, anti-poaching and
rescue operations. The vessels are designed for a maximum speed of 34 knots with an endurance of more than
1,500 nautical miles. It is equipped with three main engines, he said.The entire design of the FPVs has been
developed in- house by GRSE as per requirements specified by the Indian Coast Guard.
Source: The New Indian Express

India Post Payments Bank attains 36 Million customers amid
the pandemic

Even as mode of transaction turning cashless the government-backed India Post Payments Bank (IPPB) is gaining
ground amid a COVID-19 caseload. The bank attained a total customer base 36 Million and completed over Rs 385
Billion financial transactions cumulatively until September 15. IPPB launched its operations just two years ago. In
August last year, it had crossed the milestone of ten million customers. ”The Aadhaar Enabled Payment System
Service (AePS) has been a game changer of sorts in expanding access to banking and financial services for millions
of poor and unbanked at the last mile with cash being delivered at their doorstep,” said Easwaran Venkateswaran,
Interim MD & CEO, India Post Payments Bank. In terms of number of AePS transactions, the top three circles are
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Gujarat. While Uttar Pradesh recorded around 6.17 Million transactions, Bihar and Gujarat
have totalled to approximately 2 Million and nearly 1.69 Million transactions respectively. AePS transactions have
helped provide doorstep banking services to Divyangs (disabled), Old Age Pensioners, Infirm, Sick and Elderly.
Besides, the bank made steady progress by foraying into life insurance during the year. It went live with life
insurance products in December 2019 through a tie-up and is distributing IRDA approved POSP Life Insurance
Products (Group Term Life & POS Goal Suraksha) through its network of 650 branches.
Source: The Economic Times.



India’s first multi-wavelength space-based observatory, Astrosat, completed five successful years of operation on
September 28.The observatory has provided access to a number of young students and professors, apart from
seasoned astronomers, to dig into scientific data for carrying out advanced research in this field. Until a decade ago,
there were barely 50 users of astronomical data, of the kind that Astrosat generates, in India. “But today, the
registered users of Astrosat data in India alone are close to 700, a majority of them from universities. In all, there
are about 1,500 registered users from across 43 countries,” said Dipankar Bhattacharya, senior scientist from Inter
University Centre for Astronomy and Astrophysics (IUCAA) and a key member of team Astrosat. Launched in 2015
by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), the 1,513-kg Astrosat has onboard a wide range of payloads –
Ultra Violet Imaging Telescope (UVIT), Large Area X-Ray Proportional Counters (LAXPC), Soft X-Ray Telescope
(SXT), Cadmium Zinc Telluride Imager (CZTI) , Scanning Sky Monitor (SSM) and Charged Particle Monitor (CPM).
Led by ISRO, the collaboration saw inputs from scientists from IUCAA, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research,
Physical Research Laboratory, Indian Institute of Astrophysics and Raman Research Institute. Though conceived
sometime in the mid-1990s, Astrosat’s journey till the launchpad was rather a long one. However, over the last five
years, it has matured and continues to churn out results from unexplored areas in the sky.
Source: Indian Express

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) in collaboration with a Hyderabad-based biopharmaceutical
company has developed "highly purified antisera" prepared by injecting inactivated SARS-CoV2 in horses, which
can be a potential treatment for COVID-19.The "antisera" is yet to undergo human clinical trials to establish its
safety and efficacy and Drugs Controller General of India would be approached soon in this regard, Dr Samiran
Panda, the head of epidemiology and communicable diseases at the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) said.
Antisera are blood serum high in antibodies against specific antigens and are injected in humans to help kickstart
the immune system to fight specific infections. "Although, plasma recovered from patients experiencing COVID-19
could serve similar purpose, the profile of antibodies, their efficacy and concentration keep varying from one
patient to another and therefore make it an unreliable clinical tool for patient management," the ICMR said in a
tweet. As part of the study, 10 healthy horses were immunized with inactivated SARS-CoV-2 virus and after 21
days of immunization, plasma samples were tested. The results of the plasma samples indicated presence of SARS-
Co-V2 specific IgG antibodies as detected in ELISA with neutralizing capacity.
Source: NDTV
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Embassy of India, Jakarta and DPR RI (Lower House of Indonesian Parliament) organised a painting exhibition on
October 2, 2020 to commemorate the 150th  Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi and to mark the International
Day of Non-violence in the august premises of DPR RI .Ambassador of India to Indonesia  Pradeep Kumar Rawat
and Hon’ble Dr. M. Azis Syamsuddin, Vice Speaker, DPR RI highlighted that the Gandhi Ji's principles are guiding
lights for the closer cooperation of India and Indonesia. They also had a short discussion on this occasion. The event
marked conclusion of the 2-year long celebration of 150th Birth and showcased the exhibition of paintings created
by painters from Fakultas Seni Rupa IKJ based on the principles of Truth, Non-violence and Satyagraha which were
the core ideas of Mahatma Gandhi. Honourable Ambassadors of Afghanistan, Bangladesh, France, Seychelles and
Sri Lanka to Indonesia also graced the occasion. A photo exhibition is also in place showcasing the rare photographs
of Mahatma Gandhi. The exhibition was held from October 02 to October 08, 2020.
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T a k e  a  p a n  a n d  s t a r t  h e a t i n g  w a t e r  o n  h i g h  h e a t ;

O n c e  t h e  w a t e r  s t a r t s  b o i l i n g ,  a d d  b l a c k  t e a  l e a v e s ,

s u g a r ,  m u l e t h i ,  a n d  g r a t e d  g i n g e r ;

K e e p  i t  c o v e r e d  a n d  b o i l  i t  f o r  2  m i n u t e s  a n d  s e r v e

a f t e r  s t r a i n i n g .

H o w  t o  M a k e  G i n g e r  A n d  M u l e t h i  W a l i  C h a i :

A b o u t  G i n g e r  A n d  M u l e t h i  W a l i  C h a i :

A  p e r f e c t  i m m u n i t y  b o o s t e r ,  t h i s  g i n g e r - m u l e t h i  t e a  i s

b r i m m i n g  w i t h  h e a l t h  b e n e f i t s .  A  c o m f o r t i n g  t e a  t h a t  c a n

c o m e  h a n d y  w h e n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  c o l d  a n d  c o u g h .

S o u r c e :  f o o d . n d t v

2 tsp black tea leaves

2 cups water

Sugar

Ginger, grated

Milk (optional)

Recipe Servings: 2

Prep Time: 2 mins

Cook Time: 5 mins

Total Cook Time: 7 mins

Difficulty Level: Easy

Ingredients of Ginger

And Mulethi Wali Chai:
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Chandragiri Fort & River: Seeped in history, the Chandragiri Fort in Kasaragod lies at the confluence of

the Payaswini River and the Arabian Sea. This 17th century fort was built by Sivappa Naik of Bedanore.

Situated atop hill ruins. People come here to watch the sunset from the ancient Kizhur Siva Temple at

Chandragiri. While the nearby Bekal Fort is a tourist hotbed, those visiting this more serene location will

be rewarded with a panoramic view of the lush landscape on display below.

Getting there:

Nearest railway station: Kasaragod, about 7 km

Nearest airport: Mangalore Airport (Karnataka)  about 67 km

Source: https://www.keralatourism.org/
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Kilimanoor Palace in Thiruvananthapuram: Kilimanoor Palace honours one among the finest artists to ever
grace the shores of Kerala, Raja Ravi Varma. His paintings have invited intrigue and recognition from the entire world.
Born as royalty in the halls of Kilimanoor Palace, today his work is hailed by contemporary artists and scholars in the
field. Located in Thiruvananthapuram district, it is here that he first learned the rudiments of painting as a five-year-
old, when he started to draw using charcoal, using the palace walls as his canvas. The main entrance leads one to
the studio, where Raja Ravi Varma used to spend a great deal of time for making some of his finest creations. A
studio right next to the palace displays the reproduced works of Raja Ravi Varma's famous paintings. The Kilimanoor
Palace, spread over 15 acres of land comprises the traditional residential structures of Kerala like the Nalukettu,
small and medium sized buildings, ponds, wells and sacred groves.

Getting there:
Nearest railway station: Thiruvananthapuram Central, via Main Central Rd, about 41 km
Nearest airport: Trivandrum International Airport, about 42 km

Source: https://www.keralatourism.org/

DISCLAIMER:  The Embassy of India, Jakarta, has acquired information from the various sources indicated in the newsletter. Though due diligence has been performed, the Embassy

is not responsible for correctness and accuracy of reports. 

Embassy of India

Gama Tower, Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said

Kav. C22, Kuningan, Jakarta 12940

:  indianembassyjakarta.gov.in

:  IndiaInIndonesia

:  IndianEmbJkt

:  Embassy of India Jakarta

Feedback/Suggestions: 
We welcome suggestions/feedback of

our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send

your views to us on

info.india.jakarta@gmail.com


