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WORLD’S LARGEST HEALTH CARE PROGRAM LAUNCHED
In what could benefit over 100 million vulnerable and under-privileged families, the Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley on 1 February 2018 unveiled a new National Health Protection Scheme
under which a health coverage of upto Rs 5 lakh per family will be offered for secondary and
tertiary care hospitalization. "This will be the world's largest government funded health care
programme," Prime Minister Narendra Modi said in his televised address soon after Finance
Minister's Budget speech. The government will also establish 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness
Centres under the Ayushman Bharat program. The mega healthcare scheme announced in the
Budget will entail an investment of Rs 10,000-Rs 12,000 crore and is likely to be launched on
either August 15 or October 2, 2018.

WHO ACKNOWLEDGES HIMACHAL DOCTOR'S LOW-COST TREATMENT FOR
RABIES, CALLS IT REVOLUTIONARY

A new protocol to treat rabid dog bite patients can prove to be a major breakthrough and even
the World Health Organisation (WHO) recommends it as one of the least expensive therapies in
the world. “It's a revolutionary treatment that drastically reduces the dose of medicine," said
Omesh Kumar Bharti, a field epidemiologist with the Himachal Pradesh government. Besides,
the cost of treatment would go down to just Rs 350 ($5.50) from the existing Rs 35,000 ($545) per
patient. At present, over $1.6 billion is annually spent on the rabies post-exposure prophylaxis
across the globe which is likely to come down to few million dollars. Around 59,000 persons die
of rabies globally every year. Most of these deaths occur due to unaffordability and unavailability
of the medicine.
(source: https://yourstory.com)

APRIL-DEC 2017 SEES 40% RISE IN GRANTING OF PATENTS

Indian Patent office has granted 8,940 patents during April-December 2017, an increase of 40 per
cent over the same period previous year, which experts say reflects growing innovation and
economic activities in the country. As per a data of the commerce and industry ministry, the
patent office has also granted trademarks and designs to 2,18,383 and 7,406 applicants,
respectively during the period as compared to 1,60,363 and 5,421 during April-December 2016.
Registration of copyrights too jumped multifold to 14,217 as against 2,141 during the same period
previous year, the data said. According to experts, growth in patent and design registration is
good news for India if domestic players are getting those, as it reflects increase in innovation and
economic activities. The rise in the number of trademarks reflects increasing commercial
activity in the country.
(Ibef.com)
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3NETHRA – PROVIDING VISION OF HOPE
K Chandrasekhar founder of Forus
Health has created 3Nethra, a compact
portable optical diagnostic machine that
can be used by ophthalmologists in any
place or conditions. The inspiration
behind the creation of 3Nethra was to
treat preventable blindness, which
comprise of 80 per cent of blind
population of India. The machine has
been designed to be used in a versatile
manner. It has an integrated
telemedicine module on a cloud
platform, which makes it possible for a
doctor to diagnose remotely.
It can be used both indoors and outdoors, has a small footprint (a small table is sufficient), is
robust enough to be used in medical camps in the rugged outdoors, and is compact enough to be
carried on the back of a motorcycle. Since the launch four and- a-half years ago, the company
has sold about 1,200 units across 26 countries and with a reach of up to 2 million people.
(Source: Ibef.com)

INDONESIA PALM OIL EXPORTS TO INDIA SEEN AT RECORD ON DEMAND
Palm oil exports from Indonesia to India, the world’s biggest buyer, will probably climb to the
highest ever this year. Shipments of palm and kernel oils to India climbed 32 percent to record 7.6
million metric tons in 2017 from a year earlier, according to the Indonesian Palm Oil Association,
Gapki. Exports are likely to advance further this year to keep pace with the South Asian country’s
population and economic growth, the association’s secretary general Togar Sitanggang said,
without providing any estimate.

MUMBAI AIRPORT BECOMES WORLD’S BUSIEST SINGLE-RUNWAY AIRPORT
On January 20, Mumbai airport created a new world record for single-runway operations by
handling 980 arrivals and take-offs in 24 hours, or almost one flight every minute! Sydney-based
CAPA in its 2017 annual report had said Mumbai airport, which has reached 94% of its maximum
passenger handling capacity, will reach saturation point in 2018. In terms of passengers, 45.2
million people flew in and out of Mumbai airport in 2017.
The Mumbai airport is managed by GVK Company which is also operating in Indonesia. GVK has
signed a MOU with the PT Angkasa Pura I for development of a Greenfield international airport in
Yogyakarta Special Province in Central Java. The company has also signed a Management Services
Agreement with PT Angkasa Pura I for Commercial and Operations Development of I Gusti
Ngurah Rai International Airport, Bali.
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69TH REPUBLIC DAY OF INDIA RECEPTION HELD IN JAKARTA
The 69th Republic Day of India Reception was hosted at the Four Seasons Hotel in Jakarta on 31 January 2018 by H.E.
Mr. Pradeep Kumar Rawat, Ambassador of India to Indonesia and was addressed by H.E. Mr. Airlangga Hartarto,
Minister of Industries of Republic of Indonesia, who was Chief Guest on the occasion.
The high profile gathering of over 300 guests at the reception included Mr. I Nyoman Nuarta, Padma Shri Awardee,
Mr. Sofjan Wanandi, Advisor to Vice President of Indonesia, Mr. H.S. Dillon, former Advisor to President of Indonesia
on Poverty Alleviation, Mr. I Made Andi Arsana & Ibu Shinta, members of India-Indonesia Eminent Persons Group,
Mr. Suryo Bambang Sulisto, Chairman of Advisory Board of KADIN, captains of the business community, senior
officials from various Ministries of the Indonesian government, representatives of think-tanks, academia, media, the
Indian community and the diplomatic corps.
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Ingredients
1 cup Kerala matta (rose matta) rice, soaked
and rinsed
3⁄4 cup jaggery
1 cup freshly grated coconut
3 tbsp ghee
2 tsp freshly ground cardamom
2 tbsp chopped cashews, toasted
2 tbsp. raisins
1 ripe banana, sliced
Serves 8 people
Preparation Time : 1 hour, 10 minutes

FLAVORS OF INDIA
INDIAN SWEET
COCONUT PORRIDGE
(PONGALA)
Pongala means “to boil over,” referring to the
moment the starchy water from this sweet rice
dish bubbles above the lip of its clay pot. At the
Attukal Pongala festival, pongala, which was
recently celebrated with much funfare by
South Indian Community in Indnosia, the
offering made to a Hindu deity, is cooked over
fire and seasoned with jaggery (unrefined palm
sugar) and coconut. Recipes can vary to
include cardamom, cinnamon, banana, and
raisins.
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Instructions
In a medium pot over high heat, bring 5 cups
water to a boil.
Add the rice and boil until the water nearly
bubbles over, 5 minutes.
Lower the heat to medium and simmer,
stirring occasionally, 15 minutes.
Partially cover and simmer for 15 minutes
more.
Add 2 cups water and stir to prevent the rice
from sticking to the bottom.
Partially cover and cook until the rice is very
tender (almost overcooked) and the water is
mostly absorbed, 20–25 minutes.
Stir in the jaggery to dissolve, 3 minutes. Stir
in the coconut, ghee, and cardamom.
Serve in bowls, topped with the cashews,
raisins, and banana.
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OLD MOSQUES IN INDIA
In last edition, we informed readers about some of the oldest mosques in India. Some of those
mosques were made within 10 years of birth of Islam. Mosques construction gained momentum
in India after establishment of Islamic rule in North India in 13th century. In this edition, we
present some of the old mosques of India which were built by Islamic rulers.

Jama Masjid Shamsi, Budayun (1223)
The Jama Masjit or Great Mosque was built in Budaun (Uttar Pradesh) by Iltutmish, the ruler of
Delhi Sultanate from 1211 to 1236. This mosque reflects Persian and Afghan architecture. It has
three gates: the main gate, facing Shakeel Road, is made up of red marble and stands 100 feet tall.
The second gate is in Farshori Tola and the third one in Sotha. This mosque is the third oldest
existing and second largest mosque of the country after Delhi's Jama Masjid, having a standard
capacity of 23500. Before the expansion of Delhi's Jama Masjid, it was the largest and most famous
mosque of the country. The central dome of the mosque is considered to be the largest for any
dome of mosque in the country. It is also a Monument of National Importance and a National
Heritage Site.
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Adina Mosque ruins
The ruins of Adina Mosque built in 1373 AD are located in Pandua of Maldah district, West Bengal,
India. The mosque was built during the reign of Sikandar Shah, the second sultan of the Ilyas
Shahi dynasty in the Bengal Sultanate. The mosque was designed to project the kingdom's
imperial ambitions after its two victories against the Delhi Sultanate in the 14th century.
Inscriptions on the mosque proclaimed Sikandar Shah as "the exalted Sultan" and the "Caliph of
the faithful". The mosque was located in the now ruined city of Pandua, a former capital of the
Bengal Sultanate. It fell into ruin during the period of British rule and was damaged by
earthquakes in the 19th century.
\

Jama Masjid, Srinagar
Jama Masjid Mosque is situated in Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir. It was built by Sultan Sikandar
shah in 1394 AD. Later, the son of Sultan Sikandar, Zain-ul-Abidin got the mosque extended the
mosque. The Jama Masjid has majestic courtyard and 378 wooden Deodar pillars supporting
wooden ceiling with 346 pillars of 21 feet in height and 5 feet in girth and 32 pillars with 48 feet in
height and 6 feet in girth. The masjid has a fountain also measurement of 33 feet by 34 feet which
is also used for wadju (ablution). It got ruined thrice in fire and was reconstructed every time. The
last restoration was carried out during the reign of Maharaja Pratap Singh.
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Atala Masjid, Jaunpur
The Atala Masjid in Jaunpur was built by Sultan Ibrahim (1402–1436), Sharqi Sultan of Jaunpur.
Construction started in 1377 and was completed in 1408. Being the first mosque to be built after the
independence of Jaunpur from the Islamic caliphate in India, the Atala Mosque was given royal
treatment setting up a new monumentality to the traditional mosques. The majestic pylons of the
portal of its main prayer room, the three unequal domes above its roof and the large court with its
two storey porticoes, all expressed a new grandeur never seen before, adding more mystery to the
skill and imagination of the medieval Muslim architect.
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DISCLAIMER:

Feedback/Suggestions:
We welcome suggestions/feedback of our
readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send your
views to us on
info.india.jakarta@gmail.com

The Embassy of India, Jakarta, has acquired information from the various sources indicated in the newsletter. Though due diligence has been performed, the Embassy

is not responsible for correctness and accuracy of reports.

