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 “The Indo-Pacific must be a free, open and an inclusive region. We must follow a common, rules-based order, that takes into 

account the equality of all, irrespective of size and strength. It should allow use of common spaces on sea and in the air. Our 

vision of the Indo-Pacific not only involves physical inter connectivity but also entails building bridges of trust, based on mutual 

respect, giving due regard for sovereignty and territorial integrity, consultation, transparency, viability and sustainability. As 

Asia regains its global position for the 21st century to be called 'Asia's Century', it goes without saying that India and ASEAN will 

play a vital role in ensuring this. We look forward to working with the ASEAN member states in order to turn this vision into a 

reality,” she said at the 10th Edition of the 'Delhi Dialogue' whose theme was 'Strengthening ASEAN-India Maritime 

Cooperation'. 

Source: FirstPost 

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER, MS. SUSHMA SWARAJ SAYS INDO-PACIFIC 
MUST BE 'FREE, OPEN AND INCLUSIVE'

INDIA INVITES ASEAN MEMBERS TO INVEST IN INFRASTRUCTURE 
PROJECTS

India invites member countries of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to invest in its infrastructure projects, 

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said. Speaking at the 10th edition of the annual event "Delhi Dialogue", she said that the 

new reforms in India had opened new opportunities for trade and investments into the country. "I invite companies from ASEAN 

countries to take advantage of these opportunities for investments in India, in numerous sectors such as smart cities, roads, 

highways, ports, railways, power and urban infrastructure," said the minister. 

The "Delhi Dialogue" is a premier annual "track 1.5" event to discuss politico-security, economic and socio-cultural engagement 

between ASEAN and India. It has been held annually since 2009. This year's theme is "Strengthening ASEAN-India Maritime 

Cooperation." 

"We are also engaged in the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) negotiations involving ASEAN and its six 

FTA partners. We believe that the RCEP presents a decisive opportunity to further engage our eastern neighbours economically. 

We hope that we can finalise the negotiations soonest possible," said the minister. 

Source: xinhuanet.com 

INDIA’S NUCLEAR POWER PARK TO BE READY BY 2026
India's KudankulamNuclear Power Plant (KNPP) will become the country's first nuclear power park by 2026. A nuclear power 

park refers to a site with a number of large capacity reactors that have a total capacity of 6,000 MW or more. 

While the first and second units of the KNPP are fully operational, the third and fourth units are being constructed at a cost of 

approximately US$6 billion. The government has sanctioned US$7.5 billion to the fifth and sixth units of the plant. The overall 

cost of the the nuclear park will be around US$17 billion. 

India aims to complete the construction of seven other nuclear power reactors, presently at different stages of construction, in 

the next seven years at a cost of US$7.5 billion. In addition, 12 more nuclear power reactors were accorded administrative 

approval and sanctioned by the government in June 2017. 

Source: SputnikNews 

:  i dia e bassyjakarta.co  
:  I diaI I do esia 

:  I dia E bJkt 
:  I dia E bJkt

OECD DEVELOPMENT CENTRE PEGS INDIA’S GDP GROWTH AT 7.4% THIS 
FISCAL 

The Indian economy is expected to record 7.4 per cent growth in 2018-19, a new report by the OECD Development Centre has 

projected. In its update to the Economic Outlook for South-East Asia, China and India, the OECD Development Centre sees Indian 

economy recording 7.5 per cent GDP growth in 2019-20. This growth projection for 2018-19 falls within the 7-7.5 per cent range 

forecast by the Economic Survey released by the Indian Government in January. Economic growth in Emerging Asia, the 10- 

member countries of the Association of South-East Asian Nations (ASEAN), China and India, is expected to remain stable in the 

near-term, according to the update. Average real gross domestic product (GDP) in the region is expected to grow 6.6 per cent in 

2018 and 6.5 per cent in 2019, because of robust consumption and investment, the update said. 

Source: Business Line 



 

INDIA’S SOCIAL REVOLUTION
India is in the midst of a transition from an annual per capita income of $1,700 to $4,135 over the next 10 years.  Digitization is 

providing three shifts that could reduce income inequality: improvement in public finances, greater efficiency in government 

benefits transfers, and a boost to trading across various income classes. 

The GST should help boost the tax-revenue-to-GDP ratio, consequently reducing the public-debt-to-GDP ratio. A rising tax-to- 

GDP ratio favours lower income strata, as it entails the transfer of income from higher- to lower-income groups. GST will likely 

increase compliance on both indirect and direct taxes. 

The other source of potential reduction in income inequality comes from direct benefit transfers which are linked to two pillars of 

digitisation – “Aadhaar” and “Jan Dhan”. 

Jan Dhan has led to the opening of nearly 300 million bank accounts since 2014. These are the people who are largely the 

intended beneficiaries of government transfers. Now armed with bank accounts, they are in a position to receive benefits directly 

from the government, bypassing agents and avoiding leakage. 

Aadhaar enables such transfers, since it can uniquely identify beneficiaries. 433 government schemes are now conducting their 

transfers via DBT. Since FY14, DBT transfers have amounted to Rs 3.88 lakh crore ($58 billion). This breadth of delivery is 

unprecedented in India’s history. 

Several small merchants on e-commerce platforms in India are finding customers abroad. This further improves terms of trade 

for these small merchants and enterprises, deepening and broadening job creation. 

It is expected that e-commerce sales to grow to $200 billion by FY27 from $15 billion now. 

On the asset side, financial inclusion driven by digitisation is set to alter the household balance sheet towards financial assets, and 

likely boost overall saving. As noted, the Jan Dhan scheme has led to the opening of 30 crore bank accounts. These bank accounts 

are showing impressive growth in balances, which have risen from Rs 4,200 crore in 2014 to around Rs 78,500 crore in FY2018. 

The bank accounts will facilitate saving into deposits, insurance, small savings schemes of the government, and eventually into 

equity markets. 

Source: Bloomberg 
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CANADA'S BIGGEST PUBLIC PENSION FUND TO STEP UP INVESTMENT IN 
INDIA

Canada's biggest public pension scheme sees India as its main focus for investment in Asia as the country pours money into 

infrastructure development. Canada Pension Plan Investment Board, which manages Canada's national pension fund, has 

invested nearly C$7 billion ($5.30 billion) in India since entering the market a decade ago and is looking for opportunities to invest 

in Indian infrastructure, power and real estate projects. "As a long-term investor, Asia Pacific is very important... India is our 

focus market in Asia Pacific," Suyi Kim, senior managing director and head of Asia Pacific, CPPIB said. 

Source: NDTV 

27 SATELLITES IN 3 YEARS: INDIAN PRIVATE SECTOR SHIFTS FOCUS TO 
SPACE PROJECTS

The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) has signed a three-year agreement with a private sector consortium led by 

Bangalore-based Alpha Design Technologies to assemble satellites in an attempt to increase the number of launches while 

building the capacity of the private sector. The other two firms involved in this agreement are Tata Group and state-owned 

Bharat Electronics Ltd.  Last year, the ISRO had issued a tender to the private industry to build 30-35 satellites over three years. 

The ISRO currently undertakes 3-4 launches per year, which it aims to increase to 16-18 satellites. 

India is one of the few space-faring nations that has the capability to design, develop and launch state-of-the-art satellites using 

indigenously built launch vehicles. 

Source: Sputniknews 



INDIA INDONESIA FORUM ON SUGAR TRADE HELD IN JAKARTA 
IN ASSOCIATION WITH MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDONESIA

INDIA INDONESIA FORUM ON SUGAR TRADE WAS ORGANISED BY THE EMBASSY OF 

INDIA, JOINTLY ALONG WITH THE MINISTRY OF TRADE, ON 17 JULY 2018 AT THE RITZ 

CARLTON IN JAKARTA. THE FORUM EXPLORED THE POTENTIAL OF BUSINESS TO 

BUSINESS TRADE IN SUGAR BETWEEN INDIA AND INDONESIA. THE INDIAN DELEGATION 

WAS LED BY THE AMBASSADOR OF INDIA, H.E MR. PRADEEP KUMAR RAWAT AND JOINT 

SECRETARY, DEPARTMENT OF FOOD AND PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION MR. E.K. MAJHI AND 

INCLUDED SENIOR OFFICIALS FROM DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE, STATE TRADING 

CORPORATION, NATIONAL FEDERATION OF COOPERATIVE SUGAR FACTORIES AND ALSO 

REPRESENTATIVES FROM INDIAN SUGAR MILL ASSOCIATION AND ALL INDIA SUGAR 

TRADE ASSOCIATION.

:  i dia e bassyjakarta.co  
:  I diaI I do esia 

:  I dia E bJkt 
:  I dia E bJkt



BHARAT KO JANIYE QUIZ 2018-19 / KNOW INDIA QUIZ 2018-19
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11TH WORLD HINDI CONFERENCE
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Recipe Servings : 2 
Prep Time : 15 Minutes 
Cook Time : 45 Minutes 
Total Cook Time : 01 Hour 
 
Ingredients Of Lamb Stew: 
 
• 1/2 kg boneless lamb-diced 
• 1 cup kidney beans, soaked for 
 
half a day 
 
• 1/2 cup diced carrots 
• 1/2 cup diced onions 
• 3 tsp chopped garlic 
• 1/3 cup celery leaves 
• 1 cup broccoli 
• 1 cup asparagus 
• 1 cup snow peas 
• 2 cups lamb stock 
• 1 bay leaf 
• 2 Tbsp olive oil 
• Salt and pepper to taste 

LAMB STEW

\

FLAVOR'S OF INDIA

 

How to Make Lamb Stew: 
 
Blanch together snow peas, asparagus and broccoli. Keep aside. 
Cook soaked kidney beans with some garlic, onion, carrot and 
celery. 
Take the lamb and season with salt and pepper. 
Heat olive oil in a pan. 
Add lamb and cook till it changes color. 
Remove from pan and strain off excess oil. 
Mix together diced carrot, onion and celery to make mirepoix. 
Saute this in a little oil. 
Now add lamb, garlic, salt, pepper, bay leaf and lamb stock. 
Cook till the meat is done. 
Add kidney beans and bring to a boil. 
Finish by adding all the blanched vegetables. 
Serve hot. 
 
Coil in your couch with this warm, wholesome and comforting 
stew. Lamb meat cooked with kidney beans, blanched vegetables 
and stock. 
 
Source: food.ndtv 
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 SCUBA DIVING IN ANDAMAN: 15 UNEXPLORED SITES 

TO UNRAVEL THE COLORS OF THE OCEAN (PART 3) 
In and around Port Blair  

Best diving spots in Port Blair  

Best diving spots in Port Blair  

The capital of Andaman, Port Blair has everything a tourist can imagine, right from an international airport,

choices of accommodation and yes even water activities like Scuba diving, which is among the best things to

do in Port Blair. 

 

 

 

10. Mahatma Gandhi Marine National Park, Wandoor – An exclusive national park  

The capital of Andaman, Port Blair has everything a tourist can imagine, right from an international airport,

choices of accommodation and yes even water activities like Scuba diving, which is among the best things to

do in Port Blair. 

 

 

 

10. Mahatma Gandhi Marine National Park, Wandoor – An exclusive national park  

Scuba diving in this one-of-a-kind national park is not to be

missed when you’re going scuba diving in Andaman and

Nicobar Islands. Prepare to witness colorful sea flowers,

and corals of more than 50 kinds, such as Fungia,

Pocillopora, Acropora and Leptoseris. 

 

Clown fish, Surgeon fish, Whitetip Shark, Parrot Shark,

Butterflyfish and Angelfish are some of the marine species

you’ll come across while exploring this aquatic wonderland. 
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 11. Mahatma Gandhi Marine National Park, Jolly Buoy – A rather secluded gateway to the park  

A rather lonely and secluded island, located in Mahatma Gandhi

Marine National Park, Jolly Buoy is a heaven for scuba divers.

Explore the most intriguing and colorful underwater life  in the

turquoise waters of Jolly Buoy. Those who are scared of going

underwater can opt for a glass bottom boat and be thrilled by the

views of the clear waters. 

                                    Image Source 

 

It’s always fun to go off the beaten track, and this is why we’ve also listed some places for scuba diving in

Andaman and Nicobar Island that are a little known and are actually well-kept secret. 
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Other diving spots for scuba diving in Andaman and Nicobar Island  

Must Read: 15 Places To Visit In Port Blair: The Best Of History, Nature, & Beauty 

Best scuba diving resorts and organizers in and around Port Blair  

Port Blair never disappoints when it comes to providing options, even when it comes to scuba diving in

Andaman. If you’re looking for scuba diving organizers or resorts, then go for Sinclairs Bayview Hotel

(Website |  Reviews) or Dive Manta(Website |  Reviews). These hotels offer comfy rooms, arrangement for

adventure sports, and ease of sightseeing. 



 

\
 12. North Point, Cinque Island – Among the clearest waters in the world  

Suitable for: Experts 

 

With clarity up to 80 feet, this is one

of the best places for scuba diving in

Andaman and Nicobar Island. The

varied diversity of fish species, and

abundance of sponges and small

corals  make this spot a dream come

true for the divers. In fact in the

vicinity, there’s a kaleidoscope of

marine life, including black corals

and sharks. 

Though Bala Reef is located in Little Andaman Island, but the exploration area you get is 4.5 km sq. This

diving spot is perfect if you want to witness varied kinds of corals, of different hues. It indeed is much like

picture-perfect down under. 
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13. Bala Reef, Little Andaman Island – A rainbow of corals  



DISCLAIMER:  The Embassy of India, Jakarta, has acquired information from the various sources indicated in the newsletter. Though due diligence has been performed, the Embassy 

is not responsible for correctness and accuracy of reports.

Embassy of India 

Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said Kav. S-1 

Kuningan, Jakarta 12950

:   indianembassyjakarta.com 

:   IndiaInIndonesia 

:   IndianEmbJkt 

:   IndianEmbJkt

Feedback/Suggestions:

We welcome suggestions/feedback of

our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send

your views to us on

info.india.jakarta@gmail.com 

14. Fish Rock, Passage Island – Fishes galore  

Fish Rock is located near Passage Island and boasts of massive coral and sponge fans. Also, there are drop-

offs, boulders, and rocky slopes. 

Fish Rock is located near Passage Island and boasts of massive coral and sponge fans. Also, there are drop-

offs, boulders, and rocky slopes. 

This beautiful diving site, the Corruption Rock, has

a dazzling maze of canyons, ridges and channels.

Located between Rutland Island and Chidiya Tapu,

one can spot Eagle Rays, Giant Napoleon as well

here. 

 

The underwater habitat consists of canyons, gullies,

channels and ridges, where dolphins and Tuna are

also sighted often. You’ll also spot many shipwrecks

here! 

15. Corruption Rock – Home to unicorn fishes & shipwrecks  


