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The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) is developing a portal where summons and warrants against absconding 

NRI husbands would be served, and if the accused does not respond he would be declared a proclaimed offender and 

his property would be attached, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj said. She said for coming up with such a 

portal, there needs to be amendments in the Code of Criminal Procedure (CrPc) that would allow the district 

magistrate to accept such summons and warrants put on the portal to be “deemed as served”. According to the MEA, 

3,328 complaints have been received during the last three years (January 2015 to November, 2017) from distressed 

Indian women deserted by their NRI spouses. 

Source: Asian Age  

MEA PORTAL TO TRACK MISSING HUSBANDS

INDIAN SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM FOR DIASPORA CHILDREN FOR 
THE ACADEMIC YEAR 2018-19

Government of India has been implementing a scheme called "Scholarship Programme for Diaspora Children 

[SPDC]" since 2006-07. Under this scheme, assistance is provided to the Persons of Indian Origin (PIOs) and Non- 

Resident Indian (NRIs) for pursuing Undergraduate courses in Indian Universities/Institutes. Under this scheme 

many scholarships are granted and financial assistance for specific undergraduate courses in Professional and Non- 

Professional courses (except Medical and related courses) is provided towards tuition fee, admission fee and post 

admission services. Further details available at http://www.spdcindia.gov.in/login/guideline.php Eligible candidates 

can submit their applications on the portal directly by 30 September 2018. 

Source: SL Times 

ACTION AGAINST ILLEGAL AGENTS SENDING PEOPLE ABROAD
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj today asked the concerned authorities to take strict action against illegal 

agents who have been sending people on false promises abroad. People were suffering and being exploited in the 

name of good opportunities in foreign countries by these agents. There was a need to create awareness among 

people that they must opt for government registered agents only. She asked the states to identify such illegal agents 

who were bypassing all rules and regulations. Her ministry has saved a large number of women who were being 

sent abroad on the false promise of employment. 

Source: Statesman 
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INDIA WANTS TO WORK WITH BRICS NATIONS ON 4TH INDUSTRIAL 
REVOLUTION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi said India wants to work with BRICS nations on the Fourth Industrial Revolution 

and called for sharing the best practices and policies in the area. The Fourth Industrial Revolution (4IR) is the fourth 

major industrial era since the initial Industrial Revolution of the 18th century. “High-skill but temporary work will 

be the new face of employment. There will be radical changes in industrial production, design, and manufacturing,” 

he said. He also underline the need for schools and universities to create the curriculum so that they can prepare the 

youth for the future. 

Source: LiveMint 
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PM INTERACTS WITH BENEFICIARIES OF RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 
AND SAUBHAGYA SCHEMES ACROSS THE COUNTRY

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, interacted with citizens from villages across the country which has been 

electrified since 2014. He said that the Government not only focused on electrification, but also reformed the 

distribution systems across the country. These 18000 villages which were not electrified even after 70 years of 

independence were electrified in the last four years. The last one electrified was Leisang village of Manipur in the 

North east Sector on April 28, 2018. It was difficult to electrify the last 18000 villages, as most were in remote areas, 

hilly areas and areas with poor connectivity. Despite all the difficulties, a dedicated team of people worked hard to 

ensure that the dream of electrifying every village is achieved. The government has changed the situation in 

Eastern India which had 14,582non- electrified villages out of 18,000 and out of which 5790 villages were in the 

North East. He said that Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yojana has been started with the objective of 

electrifying each and every house in the country. More than 86 lakh household has been electrified through the 

Yojana so far. The Yojana is in mission mode and will ensure electric connection to around four crore households. 

Source: narendramodi.in 

2 INDIAN TECHIES IN US CREATE INDIA'S FIRST “SMARTGAON” 
MOBILE APP

In his Mann Ki Baat radio address, Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi made a reference to the US based techies, 

Yogesh Sahu and Rajnish Bajpai.  They are the developers of “SmartGaon” mobile app, which also serves as a one- 

stop information centre and a marketplace for farmers. Taudhakpur in Rae Bareilly has become the India`s first 

SmartGaon village. It has CCTV cameras, public address systems, street lights, regular health check-up events, almost 

uninterrupted power supply and also a Wifi zone.  All initiatives undertaken in the village are updated, recorded, 

tracked and monitored on the app. The app has other key features such as a villagers` directory, news and events 

calendar, health and information centre. Besides, the app`s Gram mart feature has created a popular marketplace for 

farm produce. "This app is actually bringing in a digital revolution in the village," PM said.  Both techies are currently 

involved in carrying forward the project to six more villages in Chhattisgarh, Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra. 

Source: zeebiz 
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ASIAN GAMES 2018: 541 INDIAN ATHLETES TO PARTICIPATE IN 37 
SPORTS EVENTS

The Indian Olympic Association (IOA) has released the final list of the participants who will be featuring in the 

upcoming 18th edition of the Asian Games from August 18 to September 2 in the Indonesian cities of Jakarta and 

Palembang.  A total of 541 athletes from India will be seen participating in 37 sports events. Athletics will see 

maximum participation, with a total of 51 players participating in the prestigious tournament. It will be followed by 

hockey which has 36 players under the category. Sambo has the lowest number of participants, with only one male 

player competing in the event. While badminton consists of a 20-member contingent, table tennis will see 10 players 

participating in the event. In 2014, India won a total of 57 medals, including 11 gold, 10 silver and 36 bronze medals. 

Source: The Free Press Journal 
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MISSION ACTIVITIES

A GROUP OF PRESIDENTS, RECTORS & SR. OFFICIALS OF VARIOUS INDONESIAN 
UNIVERSITIES MET AMB PK RAWAT  BEFORE PROCEEDING TO INDIA TO MEET THEIR 

COUNTERPARTS IN VARIOUS INDIAN UNIVERSITIES TO KNOW INDIAN SYSTEM OF 
EDUCATION AND FOR COLLABORATION IN VARIOUS FIELDS.
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INDCHAM WELCOMES HON'BLE MINISTER OF STATE FOR EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, MR. M. 
J. AKBAR TO INDONESIA! EXPLAINED HOW PM WAS MAKING USE OF RADICAL 

TECHNOLOGY TO CHALLENGE AND ELIMINATE POVERTY IN INDIA

REVIVING OUR CIVILIZATIONAL CONNECT! HON'BLE MINISTER OF STATE FOR 
EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, MR M. J. AKBAR VISITED YOGYAKARTA THAT WILL HOST THE 1ST 
INDIA-INDONESIA INTERFAITH DIALOGUE ON 3-5 OCTOBER 2018 & INTERACTED WITH 

THE  VICE-GOVERNOR OF YOGYAKARTA AND  VISITED BOROBUDUR & PRAMBANAN
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71 YEARS OF INDIAN INDEPENDENCE

WE WOULD APPRECIATE CONFIRMATION OF YOUR 
PARTICIPATION AT EVENT.INDIANEMBASSY@GMAIL.COM
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11TH WORLD HINDI CONFERENCE
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BHARAT KO JANIYE QUIZ 2018-19 / KNOW INDIA QUIZ 2018-19
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INGREDIENTS: 
 
250 grams Kabuli Chana 
(Garbanzo Beans) 
400 Grams Long Grain Basmati 
Rice 
4 medium sized Onions (sliced 
lengthwise) 
3 large tomatoes (finely chopped) 
1 Cup fresh coriander leaves 
(finely chopped) 
Brown Onions for garnish 
(Optional) 
Cooking Oil 
4 Bay Leaf 
2 tsp Cumin Seeds 
6 Green Chilies (sliced into 
lengths) 
4 tbsp Ginger-Garlic Paste 
Salt to taste 
1 tsp Turmeric Powder 
3 tsp Red Chili Powder (Spicy) 
2 tsp Panch Phoran Powder 
2 tsp Garam Masala Powder 

CHANA PULAO
FLAVOR'S OF INDIA

HOW TO PREPARE: 
 
Soak Chole overnight or at least for 5-6 hours. Put Chole in 
a pressure cooker, add 3 Cups of water and 2 tsp Salt. Stir to 
mix the salt. Pressure cook on medium heat until 3-4 
whistles.After 3-4 whistles, Chole is nicely cooked. We are 
going to reserve the water.In a pan, add 3-4 tbsp Cooking 
Oil. Add Bay leaf, Cumin Seeds. Let Cumin Seeds splutter. Add 
Green Chilies and Sliced Onions. Fry until Onions become 
light brown in color.After 5-6 mins, Onions become light 
brown in color. Add Ginger-Garlic Paste, turmeric powder. 
Mix well and fry for 2 mins.After 2 mins, raw flavor 
disappears. Add Coriander Leaves (half quantity), Chopped 
Tomatoes. Cook tomatoes until it becomes mushy. Add salt 
to speed up the softening.Reduce the heat. Cover and cook 
the tomatoes. After 10 mins, tomatoes become soft and 
mushy.Add red chili powder, garam masala powder and 
panch phoran powder. Panch Phoran Powder makes this 
Chole rice aromatic and flavorful.Bhunao the Masala 
until Oil begins to ooze out from the masala paste. During 
Bhunao, add 3-4 tbsp water(reserved water) and continue 
Bhunao process.After 6-7 mins of bhunao, Oil begins to ooze 
out . Onion and tomato masala paste has acquired the 
right consistency.Add Boiled Chole. Mix gently as Chole 
are soft and we want to maintain their texture and shape. 
Add Salt to taste.Add reserved water (about ½ cup). On 
medium heat, we will allow Chole to simmer. Reduce the 
heat and cook covered for 2-3 mins.Uncover after 3 mins. To 
get rid of excess moisture, cook uncovered for couple of 
mins on medium heat.After 2 mins of uncovered cooking, 
chole becomes of coating consistency. Reduce heat and 
add leftover rice.Add chopped coriander leaves. With 
couple of forks, mix rice with Chole. Switch off the heat 
and keep Chole Rice covered. Serve hot. 
 
Source : bestindiancooking 
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\
 BEST PLACES TO VISIT IN AUGUST IN INDIA: THE 

MID-MONSOON TRIPS (PART 1) 
1. Munnar, Kerala 

2. Cherrapunjee, Meghalaya 

ist induced rolling tea gardens and spice plantation with dewdrops rolling from the leaves and branches,

unnar in August is a nothing short of a nature lover’s paradise. The high mountains half covered in mist

hile the rain revitalizes everything it can touch. It’s an ideal escape if you’re looking for some quiet time

midst the mountains. Not being a tourist season in August, you can enjoy all of this without any rush and the

f season prices! 

Second wettest place on the planet, Cherrapunjee practically

receives rains throughout the year. If you love the ferocity

of the rains, then you have to visit Cherrapunjee during

monsoons, covered with vast landscape and hills, it makes

for an exciting monsoon trekking trip. You can also find the

unique orange flower honey here and don’t forget to try the

Meghalaya tea which is quite different to the Assam or

Darjeeling tea. The double decker tree bridges are one of its

kind experience that one can have the best in the late

monsoon when the greenery is in full bloom. 
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 3. Agumbe, Karnataka 

Waterfall at Agumbe (Source) 

Agumbe is one of the most popular treks in South India especially in

August. The mountains and valleys are filled with numerous

waterfalls which are a prime attraction; there are also ruins of

temples dating back to the Hoysala Empire which is worth a visit.

There is a gallery erected on a high point of the hills to view the

sunset and you can see as far as the Arabian Sea. A nice trek could

be followed by some hot tea only here you get a Vanilla flavoured tea

which is just so much better. If the scenes in Agumbe seem much too  

                     One of the most visited hill stations in Tamil Nadu, Kodaikanal receives moderate rainfall.

Often, you’ll find the clouds and sun playing hide and seek with the mountains during your stay in

Kodaikanal in August during monsoons. The otherwise hot climate is quite pleasant during the monsoons

with the rain swept valleys and misty mountains. This is the only time when the region is sploshed with

waterfalls. 
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4. Kodaikanal, Tamil Nadu 

gudi Days. familiar to you; it’s because it served as a setting to the famous TV adaption of the book Mal 



DISCLAIMER:  The Embassy of India, Jakarta, has acquired information from the various sources indicated in the newsletter. Though due diligence has been performed, the Embassy 

is not responsible for correctness and accuracy of reports.

Embassy of India 

Jl. H.R. Rasuna Said Kav. S-1 

Kuningan, Jakarta 12950
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Feedback/Suggestions:
We welcome suggestions/feedback of

our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send

your views to us on

info.india.jakarta@gmail.com 
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 5. Lahaul – Spiti, Himachal Pradesh 

The Valleys of Lahaul- Spiti are blessed with nature’s best. It is one of the sparsely populated areas and is

ideal for a place for some solitude. It also offers a lot of adventure activities such as Skiing along with Yak

Safari and exciting wildlife trails. There are beautiful monasteries that command a visit alongside some unique

shrines that speak of the customs and faith of this region. Leh-Spiti are not accessible during winters for most

of the people as the Manali-Leh route is closed and the other route from Shimla via Kinnaur also sees lots of

disturbances due to landslides and heavy snowfall. Hence, Lahaul-Spiti is one of the best places to visit in

August in India. 

 (Source: holidify 


