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INDIA UNVEILS THE WORLD'S TALLEST STATUE
Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the Statue of Unity – the world’s tallest statue at 182
metres -built in honor of freedom fighter and India’s first Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel. The statue stands on Sadhu island on the Narmada in Gujarat and is twice the height of
the Statue of Liberty in the US. Dedicating the statue to the nation, PM Modi said, “Statue of
Unity is an answer to all those who question the existence of India. The height of the statue is
to remind the youth that the future of the country will be as huge as this. It is also symbolic of
our engineering and technology affordability. After inaugurating the statue of Unity, Prime
Minister of India offered floral tributes to Patel on his birth anniversary. At the same time, two
MI-17 helicopters would shower flowers on the statue,
Source- The Indian Express

INDIA JUMPS 23 PLACES TO RANK 77 IN EASE OF DOING BUSINESS
1. India became South Asia’s top-ranked economy, jumping 23 spots to rank 77 out of 190
countries in the World Bank’s ‘ease of doing business’ index. Last year, India had moved up 30
places to 100th position, showing an improvement on eight out of 10 indicators for “Doing
Business”. The rankings give a measure of how friendly the regulatory environment of a country
is for doing business. The rank has improved by 129 points with regards to ‘construction permits’,
66 points in ‘trading across borders’, 19 in ‘starting a business’, and 7 points in ‘getting
credit’.India also replaced the value-added tax with the GST (Goods and Services Tax) for which
the registration process is faster, government also made paying taxes less costly by reducing the
corporate income tax rate and the employees’ provident funds scheme rate paid by the employer.
Source- The Indian Express

INDONESIA INAUGURATES 'LITTLE INDIA GATE' IN MEDAN CITY
Nearly 7,000 people gathered in Northern Indonesia to witness the inauguration of 'Little India
Gate', the first-of-its-kind structure in the country which recognizes the contribution of the
Indian community in the development of Medan city. The new structure was inaugurated jointly
by India's ambassador to Indonesia and Timor Leste Pradeep Kumar Rawat and Mayor of Medan
H T Dzulmi Eldin S at Kampung Madras or Madras Village area in Medan city, the fourth largest
city in the country.
Source- Daily Pioneer

: indianembassyjakarta.com
: IndiaInIndonesia

: IndianEmbJkt
: IndianEmbJkt

2

INDIA SUCCESSFULLY CONDUCTS CRUCIAL TEST OF MOON
MISSION-II LANDER
The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has successfully conducted the crucial Lander
Actuator Performance Test (LAPT) at the propulsion complex to demonstrate a successful soft
and safe landing of the lander that has been named "Vikram." To carry out this test, an LAPT
module was realized for testing in Earth's environment.
Source- The Hindu

INDIA CONDUCTS SUCCESSFUL NIGHT TRIAL OF AGNI-1 BALLISTIC
MISSILE
A night trial of India's indigenously developed nuclear-capable Agni-1 ballistic missile with a
strike range of 700 km was successfully conducted as part of a user trial by the Army, defense.
The launch of the surface-to-surface missile was undertaken as a part of periodic training
activity by the Strategic Forces Command (SFC) from Dr Abdul Kalam Island to consolidate
operational readiness.
Source- NDTV

INDIA RANKS 66 IN GLOBAL PASSPORT INDEX
The Indian passport was ranked 66th in the world in the latest ranking of the Global Passport Index.
The ranking was based on the passports’ visa-free score. The ranking of Indian passport, granting its
holders visa-free access to 66 countries, improved nine notches since the previous year. Passport
Index has become the most popular interactive online tool to display, sort and rank the world’s
passports. The index ranks national passports by the cross-border access they bring, assigning a
“visa-free score” according to the number of countries a passport holder can visit visa-free or with
visa on arrival.
Source- Indian Express
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Bilateral Talks on Defence between India and Indonesia
The Bilateral Defence Minister’s Dialogue between India and Indonesia was
successfully concluded in Jakarta,24/10/18.
This meeting between Raksha Mantri
Smt Nirmala Sitharaman and her
Indonesian counterpart Gen (Retd)
Ryamizard Rycudu comes after both
the countries have upgraded their
bilateral relationship to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership
and have recently concluded a new
Defence Cooperation Agreement in
May 2018.
Smt Nirmala Sitharaman reiterated
the sustained and mutually
beneficial interactions between
India and Indonesia as maritime
neighbours with a tradition of close political dialogue, economic and trade linkages as
well as cultural and people to people interactions between the two nations.
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Conveying satisfaction on the military to
military interactions, Smt Nirmala
Sitharaman noted that the commencement
of bilateral Naval and Air Force exercises as
well as the regular conduct of Staff Talks
between the three Services sets a strong
foundation for bilateral defence cooperation
between the Armed Forces of the two
countries. In line with the elevation of
relationship between the two countries to a
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership, the
two sides discussed areas of enhancing
cooperation, including
strengthening maritime and coastal security,
through improved information sharing and
conduct of specialised training courses. India
welcomed Indonesia’s support for the proposal to
partner in the Malacca Straits Patrol.
Potential areas of cooperation in the field of
defence industries and defence R&D were also
identified between the two countries. Both the
Ministers agreed to set up Working Groups to
progress the mutually agreed areas of bilateral
defence engagements and desired that these

Working Groups meet at the earliest
opportunity in India.
Raksha Mantri Smt Nirmala
Sitharaman met Coordinating
Minister for Maritime Affairs Gen
(Retd) Luhut Panjaitan and
Coordinating Minister for Political,
Legal and Security Affairs Gen
(Retd) Wiranto. During these
meetings, issues of strategic interest
and potential areas of bilateral

defence cooperation were discussed and agreed to. As part of her programme, Raksha
Mantri Smt Sitharaman also laid a wreath at the Memorial in Jakarta for the Indian
soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice in Indonesia during World War II.
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The inauguration ceremony of ‘Little India Gate’ was held on 27 October 2018 at ‘Kampung Madras’ or
‘Madras Village’ area in Medan city. The Little India Gate was inaugurated jointly by the Ambassador of
India to Indonesia and Timor Leste H.E. Mr. Pradeep Kumar Rawat, the Mayor of Medan H.E. Drs. H. T.
Dzulmi Eldin S, M.Si and Mr. A.S. Kobalen, the head of Gemasadhana, an organisation representing
Indonesian Hindu and Buddhist communities in the presence of prominent local leaders like
Mr.Parlindungan Purba, the Senator from North Sumatra province and Mr. Iswanda Nanda Ramli,
member of the North Sumatra legislative assembly. The event was also attended by leaders of various
Indonesian-Indian associations belonging to Hindu, Muslim, Sikh, Buddhist and Christian communities.
About 7000 people witnessed this historic moment with great enthusiasm.
2. The event began with prayers according to
Islamic, Hindu, Christian, Buddhist and Sikh
traditions delivered by priests from the Indian
community as a symbol of religious harmony and
tolerance which is a characteristic feature of
multicultural and multiethnic Medan city. The
Ambassador in his speech said that the event
was a true representation of what Indonesia
stands for,

which is, ‘Bhinneka tunggal Ika’ or Unity in Diversity’ and also the Indian belief in ‘Vasudev Kutubakam’
or that the world is one family. He thanked the Mayor of Medan for supporting the event and assured
that the Indian embassy in Jakarta and the Indian Consulate in Medan would also assist in promoting
Little India Gate as an important tourist destination in Medan, especially for Indian tourists. He added
that Little India could also become a bridge between the two countries in terms of trade and commercial
relations. He also thanked and appreciated the organising committee of the Little India Gate and Mr.A.S.
Kobalen for taking this initiative and the community members for supporting the event.
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3. The Mayor in his speech said that
inauguration of Little India Gate
would go down in the history of
Medan. The Little India Gate will be
promoted as an iconic tourist spot
in Medan city as this is the first
such structure in entire Indonesia.
He added that the gate also
represents the immense potential in
the Indian community and a
recognition of their contribution in
the development of Medan.

Mr.Purba, the Senator from North Sumatrain his remarks urged the city government to develop the area
in the vicinity of Little India Gate as a hub for Indian art, culture, cuisine and Indian products. The event
also consisted of musical and dance performances including famous Bollywood numbers performed by
local Indonesian artists.
4. Kampung Madras area ,is also known as the
Little India of Medan, Indonesia, and is one of
the city's significant ethnic enclaves
comprising of a large population of people of
Indian descent whose ancestors had settled
down in Medan in mid-nineteenth century.
Every year, Kampung Madras becomes a
meeting point for Hindu and/or Tamil festivals
such as Thaipusam or the Tamil New Year,
Pongal and Diwali. Not only is it home to one of
the oldest Hindu temples of North Sumatra Sri
Mariamman Koil but it also houses mosques

belonging to the South Indian Muslim community, Churches including an Indian Catholic Church that
dates back to 1912, a Gurudwara and a Buddhist temple.
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FLAVOR'S OF INDIA

BARBECUED LEG OF LAMB
Prep Time : 03 Minutes
Cook Time : 01 Hour
Total Cook Time : 01 Hour 03
Minute
Ingredients Of Barbecued Leg Of
Lamb :
1 leg of lamb
4 inch long pieces of raw papaya
1 Tbsp onion powder
2 tsp mustard powder
2 tsp sugar
2 tsp pepper
1 tsp ground ginger
1/2 Tbsp slivers of garlic
2 Tbsp oil
For the sauce:
2 Tbsp tomato ketchup
2 Tbsp mushroom paste
2 Tbsp tamarind sauce mixed with
a dash of chilli sauce and
vinegar
2 Tbsp gherkins
250 ml meat stock
2 tsp cornflour
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How to Make Barbecued Leg of Lamb :
Slice the papaya finely and smear it on the leg of
lamb.
Set it aside for 30 minutes.
Infuse garlic slivers into the meat.
Combine all the spices and spread it across the
lamb.
Set this aside for 2 hours.
Heat oil in a roasting tin until it gets smoking
hot.
Place the lamb in the tin and bake at 200 degrees
Celsius for 25 minutes per half kg.
Combine all the ingredients for the sauce and
bring to boil.
Thicken with cornflour and serve aside the lamb.
Beautiful pink coloured leg of lamb infused with
cloves of garlic, smeared with dangerously
delicious spices and cooked in the oven till well
done.

Source: food.ndtv
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18 BEAUTIFUL PLACES TO\ VISIT IN OCTOBER IN
INDIA (FINAL PART)
15. Manas National Park, Assam: Looking at nature from close quarters

One of the first reserves dedicated to the tiger conservation project started way back in 1973, Manas National
park has come a long way and today it boasts of biosphere reserve spanning 2837 sq km. Official number states
that there are close to 60 Royal Bengal Tigers but a sighting it never guaranteed unless you spend some time in
the park.
Apart from animals, the bird life in the park is also notable and birdwatching is another preferred activity
there. Manas National Park must be there on your list of best tourist places to visit in October in India.

16. Agra: The that holds the symbol love

The best of tourist attractions in Agra of Uttar Pradesh
is the wonderful white beauty, the Taj Mahal. Though,
tourist flood in throughout the year to see this
marvelous creation by Emperor Shah Jahan, it doesn’t
mean it’s always on season. Agra and Uttar Pradesh in
whole experiences a very hot summer. The soothing
weather during the month and the most celebrated
attraction, Taj Mahal, makes it one of the best places to
visit in India in October with family.
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17. Jaisalmer – Arabian nights

eThe medieval trading centre in the
Western Indian state of Rajasthan,
Jaisalmer is a land of deserts. The
climate is usually hot during the day
but in October the sand dunes will be
pleasant to visit. You stand a chance to
enjoy Camel safari and overnight stay
in the desert in a luxurious tent.
Duringajasthani food and cultural
dance performances. Moonlit dinner
with your partner is going to be an
absolutely romantic experience for you.
Spend your time visiting various
monuments and forts in the place.

18. Ziro – Heavenly landforms

Ziro is a beautiful hilly tourist spot in
Arunachal Pradesh. During October,
the place is at its best with a climate
you would fall in love with. The green
hills and pastures is a reason why
Ziro is famous among photographers
and nature lovers.

Source : traveltriangle
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DISCLAIMER:

Feedback/Suggestions:
We welcome suggestions/feedback of
our readers on e-bulletin. Kindly send
your views to us on
info.india.jakarta@gmail.com

The Embassy of India, Jakarta, has acquired information from the various sources indicated in the newsletter. Though due diligence has been performed, the Embassy

is not responsible for correctness and accuracy of reports.

